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I am a scientific mystic. The more scientific I
am, the more I feel that I am penetrating
deeply into God’s world. Especially in the
domain of biology do I feel as though I am
talking face to face with God. Through life, I
discover purpose even in a mechanical world.
Science is the mystery of mysteries. It is the

divine revelation of revelations.
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His heart is full of joy which is drenched by the dance of peacock. The atma cannot be in pain or joy but the heart is
sympathetic with the outer world. The heart can be in pain with grief though experience. The anguish grows if someone
loses his or her beloved one. Heart could touch, melt, bleed, burn, weaken and so on. What the human can go physically

heart can also do empathically.

Through experience human is demystifying the vagueness of atman and Brahma. The search for certainty and peace
seem dichotomous. Baul, the spiritual sect of Bengal looks world-rejecting asceticism and sacrifices establishment. Modern
Bengali satisfies physical and emotional needs by redefining spirit, mind and heart. This redefinition is a delicate balance
between empiricism and metaphysics. They are inheritably contradictory, nevertheless, important to understand Bengali

mind.

Endnote:

1 Upanishads are not only oldest Hindu text but it is also oldest religious text among the major religions. For more Introduction of Muller,
Max. Translates. 1965. The Upanishads. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass.

2 Baul is synergetic religious cult in Bengal who searches for a spiritual journey to God by refusing existing religions. Bou! religion is way
of life and its philosophy passes though oral tradition from leader to disciples. For more please see Haq, Muhammad Enamul. 1975. 4
history of Sufism in Bangla. Asiatic Society: Dhaka.

3 Omar Khayyam is dated a Persian scientist and poet of a millennium go. In modern time he is known as poet than a scientist. Mevlana
Rumi is thirteen century poet of Persian language. The concept of unity is so strong in Rumi's philosophy that he included every diverged
religious identity.

4 According to Hindu text Lord Krishna came to this world as avatar with different form. In Greek mythology love affair with God and
Goddess with human being is common. In Indian mythology Radha-Krishna is one of the rare love story between God and human being.

5 Rabindranath Tagore is the major poet both in India and Bangladesh. Tagore wrote national anthems for both India and Bangladesh. His

family helped to establish Brahmo Samaj in Bengal.
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for Lord Krishna at the bank of Yamuna for rendezvous. Vhaisnava sect pays as Radha to get blessing from Lord Krishna.
All devoted human being are Radha who wish to get the blessing from God. In 16th century Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
propagated Vhaisnava school of thought where God is seen as more loving way. If we compare with Upanishads and later
part of Hinduism such as Vhaisnava sect, we would find that Upanishads teaches more about formless God and emphasis
on the unity of Brahma and atma. On the other hand, Vhaisnava sect, relatively a new sect, entertains idol worship. The
reformist movement in Bengal renaissance during the first half of nineteen century helped to create monotheistic religion
Brahmo Samaj which professes the teaching of Upanishads. The relation between Brahma and atma reinvigorates in
Bengal to modernize the spiritual identity but it often refers Upanishads. In Bangladesh atman is perceived as the purest
form of self which is related with the peace. For example, the atman of John is in peace by the news the success of his
exam. The atman can be in peace by the worldly success. The self-development can be expressed as dtman-vikasa. The

atman concept is being used more in visualized success than the spiritual connection in the modern time.

Remembering of Mind: A Worldly Approach of Experience

Mind (Sanskrit, manas #e1H — Bengali, mon)
(Synonyms: Desire, sense, reflection, affection, thought, remembering, conscience, invention, intellect, inclination,

intention, mood, perception, opinion, spirit or spiritual principle, breath or living soul which escapes)

In Bengali mind is not related with the etiquette like, ‘please don't mind' rather is commonly refer to remembering
something. Of course there are other synonyms of the word manas in Sanskrit with different implications. I will discuss the
dominant uses of mind in Bengali.

From the synonyms I will select two words such as remembering and mood to discuss the modern common use of the
word mind. First, to refer to remembering something the word mon. For example, can you remember (mon) where his
home is? This means someone had an experience of visiting the home and s/he tries to remember it again. The second
selection of mind is mood. For example, John feels distressed today. This is about the psychological state or wellbeing of a

person. Majority of expression of mind is related with the psychosocial choices of individuals.

Responsive Heart: A Non-physical Entity of Human being

Heart (Sanskrit, hrdaya GG — Bengali, hrdaya)
(Synonyms: Soul, center of anything, best of anything, dearest or most secret part of anything, true or divine knowledge,

belonging or corresponding to the interior)

In the daily uses in Bengali heart (hrdaya) is the most sophisticated expression which is the essence of best. The spirit
(atman) is related to the metaphysical concept but heart (hrdaya) does not refer God. Hrdayaa belongs to human being
and responsive to the gain and loss of the material world. As Rabindranath Tagore, Bengali poet and first Noble laureate in

. . . PP . 5
literature in Asia said in his song.

‘My heart (hrdaya) is dancing with the dance of peacock.’
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traditions. The following is poem is about love affair between atma and Brahma.

I [atma] didn’t see him [Brahma] even for a day

Close to my place is the mirror-city

Where lives this neighbor [Brahma] of mine [atma].
He [Brahma] and Lalon [atma] are close neighbors
But between them [Brahma and atma] lies a wide gulf.

(Lalon 1991. p. 78)

Lalon Shah (1774-1890) is a baul’poet in Bengal and he is the most prominent practitioner of Boul Tradition (Khan
1987). This poem is about an impalpable relation between God and human being. Lalon and his God lives in a same
neighborhood, nevertheless, they don't see each other. Lalon longs to see him. This love affair between human and God
resembles to the ordinary relationship between man and women. Nevertheless, it is full of respect and affection with divine
love. This liberal view of Baul on God is different than the major religions of Bengal such as Hinduism and Islam which
are based on reward and punishment after death. Rather Baul finds human being as lover and God as beloved one and atma
is looking for rendezvous with God. This love affair is between human being and God has both Persian and Indian origins.

The Persian way of divine love has a folk connection and some scholar believes that Sufism is pre-Islamic tradition in
Persia now in modern Iran (Nurbakhsh 1999). The divine love can achieved without any intermediary. This personal
relation with God of Sufi continues so deep that the Sufis shows little interest to the invitation of Islam. Omar Khayyam
and Mevlana Rumi are most celebrated Persian poets and they are poets of uncertainty. Some believes that Khayyaam is
agnostic and even though he practices mysticism (Fitzgerald 1909). This mysticism depends on Godness rather than
God. On the other hand Rumi practices a ‘practical and visionary approach to the unity of being’ (Nurbakhsh 1999). In

the following line Rumi says how love unites each and everything together.

God's wisdom in His destiny and decree has
made us lovers of one another

That foreordainment has paired all parts of the
world and set them in love with their mates
Each part of the world desires its mate, just like

amber and straw.
Heaven says to the earth, “Hallo! Thou drawest

me like iron to a magnet!”

(Chittick 1983:198)

Rumi professes the ‘unity of among diversity’ and suggest a pluralistic world through a personal experience. As a Sufi
he surrenders himself in ‘nothingness’ and connect with God to reclaim his existence. The ‘nothingness’ is related to the
Indian concept of $inya which is translated as zero or void. It is hard to assess how much Indian has influence Persian
civilization, nevertheless, the convergence of these civilizations has created a space for common approach of divine love.

In India, the divine love is symbolized through love affair of Radha, a worldly women and Lord Krishna. Radha waits
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The Convergence of Civilization through Language:

Cultural and Religious Identities of Modern Bangladesh
Shakil Ahmed

Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Center for International, Comparative and Advanced Japanese Studies
University of Tsukuba

The aim of this write-up is to analyze the concept of spirit, mind and heart in the context of Bengali language, which is
originated from Sanskrit. This analysis has two strands. Firstly, this essay will show what are the common synonyms of
spirit, mind and heart in Bengali with English translation and secondly, etymology of these words in ancient and modern
times. With this discussion we could get some idea about the South Asian interpretation of these words. The reason of
choosing Bengali language to analysis these words is straightforward. First, Bengali is the second largest language (193

million speakers) after Hindi (260 million speakers) in the South Asia and it is the seventh largest language in the world.

Sprit of Spirituality: The Union of Indian and Persian Civilizations

Spirit (Sanskrit, atman 3TcHe]> Bengali, atma)

(Synonyms: Self, soul, alive, auto, breath, nature, character, granting breath or life)

There are two major ways to understand atman in Sanskrit text. According to the oldest Hindu text Upanishad, there are
two existences, Inner self and its relation with God. Self or atman is the individual existence and God is the super-self or
Paramatma. In this earliest text (Upanishads), there is no difference between self and God. In that sense atman can be
translated as self which is the key to understand the knowledge in the metaphysical way.

Atman is inseparable from God (Brahma SIGIT ) Atman is inner self and Brahma is the Supreme Self. “Atman is
Brahma and Brahma is atman” (Muller 1965). The highest knowledge can be transcended through a relationship be-
tween Brahma and dtman.

In modern time, Bengali people are divided into two major religious camps, Hindus and Muslims. The ancient way of
understanding of Sanskrit language goes well with the Hindu tradition and on the other hand Muslims are looking for the
new vocabulary with Arabic and Persian languages. In Bangladesh, the blend with Hindu and Muslim traditions has made
the Bengali language more diverse than ever.

In Arabic and Persian language ruah (atma) is world for immortal being which has transcendental quality like atma.
Both atma and ruah look for the inner peace of human being. In Sufism, a Persian way of mysticism, ruhu or atma is the

lover and she is in search of beloved one (God). Atman concept has been blended in Bengali through Hindu and Persian
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